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4 Reasons to Consider a Green Remodel
While any green changes we make around the home will undoubtedly protect the planet, 
did you know that it can also have a positive impact on the value of your property while also 
reducing your costs? Here are four reasons to consider a green remodeling of your house in 
celebration of Earth Day.

A well-modeled layout can help heat your home. Modeling your living room to face south 
and therefore trap the sun during winter will reduce your overall energy consumption and, 
as a result, your costs. Likewise, having a skylight will maximize the light in and around 
your home and reduce the need to turn on the lights.

The color of exterior walls can naturally regulate 
temperature. Outer walls painted in light colors help to 
deflect heat, reducing the need for air conditioning, while 
dark colors help to keep heat in and reduce the need for 
heating energy. Using a color appropriate for your local 
climate can be a huge money saver and also aesthetically 
pleasing.

Sealing your home saves your heating system. Making 
sure that gaps and drafts are properly eliminated means 
that your home will heat more quickly and you won’t have 
to have your heat turned on too long for a toasty home. 
This could be done with simple weatherstripping around 
doorways and windows or more extensive work such as 
installing airtight drywalls.

Reuse items for a rustic look. Vintage is in, so using reclaimed or repurposed materials at 
home, whether it is retro furniture items or upcycled decorations, will not only reduce your 
usage of raw materials for new items, but if you have a keen eye, it can also help create a 
unique and pleasing environment to be in.
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What You Should Know about Home Appraisals
An appraisal is the best way to determine the value of a property. It is an especially valuable tool 
when it is applied to mortgage lending. A property appraisal indicates to a lender how much you can 
borrow when purchasing or refinancing a home.

Lenders want to make sure that borrowers are not borrowing too much because the property serves 
as collateral for the loan. The appraisal keeps you from borrowing more than you need and the lender 
from lending you too much money.

With a home purchase, if the appraised value comes in lower than the agreed-upon sales price, the 
lender will still lend you money based on the stated loan-to-value (LTV) ratio. The loan amount will 
be adjusted downwards to reflect the actual value of the property.

A low appraisal can serve as a negotiating tool. Any value difference from the contract sales price 
will have to be paid in cash by the borrower, or the deal can be canceled if the seller is not willing to 
change the selling price. If the appraisal reflects a value higher than the contract price, the mortgage 
amount does not change.

When trying to do a refinance for a conventional loan, your home will usually have to be appraised 
at or above the amount you want to refinance in order to get loan approval. 
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